Sunday, September 19, 2021
13th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 4
Afterfeast of the Exaltation of the Cross
Troparion:
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection;
they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles: Death is overthrown! Christ our God is
risen, granting the world great mercy.
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians over
their adversaries. And by virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation.
O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, in spite of our honor and devotion we are unable to give
you worthy praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s childlessness was ended, your
father’s tongue was freed, and the incarnation of the Son of God was proclaimed to the world.
Kontakion:
My Saviour and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earthborn from their chains. He
has shattered the gates of hell, and as Master, He has risen on the third day!
As You were voluntarily raised upon the cross for our sake, grant mercy to those who are called by Your
Name, O Christ God; make all Orthodox Christians glad by Your power, granting them victories over their
adversaries, by bestowing on them the Invincible trophy, Your weapon of Peace.
Prokeimenon in the 7th Tone:
Extol the Lord our God; worship at His footstool for it is holy!
(Vs.) The Lord reigns; let the people tremble!
Epistle:
The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Galatians. (Gal. 2:16-20)
Brethren, yet who know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ,
even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the
law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ,
we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up again
those things which I tore down, then I prove myself a transgressor. For I through the law died to the law,
that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.
Brethren, watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. Let all that you do be done with love. I urge
you, brethren-- you know the household of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have
devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints--that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works
and labors with us. I am glad about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what was
lacking on your part they supplied. For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such
men. The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church
that is in their house. All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. The salutation with
my own hand-- Paul's. If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. (1 Cor.
16:13-24)
Alleluia Verses:
Remember Thy congregation which Thou has purchased of old.
(Vs.) God is our King before the ages: He hath wrought salvation in the midst of the earth.

Gospel:
The Holy Gospel According to St. Mark. (Chapter 8:34-9:1)
The Lord said: “If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow
me. For anyone who would save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake and for the
sake of the Good News will save it. For what does it profit a man, if he gains the whole world, but suffers
the loss of his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed
when He comes with the holy angels in the glory of his Father.” And He said to them, “Amen I say to you,
there are some of those standing here who will not taste death, till they have seen the kingdom of God
coming in power.”
The Lord told this parable: “There was a man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard, and put a hedge
around it, and dug a wine vat in it, and built a tower; then he leased it to the vine-dressers, and went abroad.
But when the fruit season drew near, he sent his servants to the vine-dressers to receive his fruits. And
the vine-dressers seized his servants, and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent
another party of servants more numerous than the first; and they did the same to these. Finally he sent his
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But the vine-dressers, on seeing the son, said among
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and we shall have his inheritance.’ So they seized him,
cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. When, therefore, the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those vine-dressers?” They said to Him, “He will utterly destroy those evil men, and will lease the
vineyard to other vine-dressers, who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Did
you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, has become the corner stone; by
the Lord this has been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes’?” (Matt. 21:33-42)

