Sunday, September 18, 2022
14th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 5
Afterfeast of the Elevation of the Cross

Troparion:
Let us the faithful praise and worship the Word, coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for
our salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to endure
death, and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians
over their adversaries; and by virtue of Thy Cross, preserve thy habitation.
O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, in spite of our honor and devotion we are
unable to give you worthy praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s
childlessness was ended, your father’s tongue was freed, and the incarnation of the Son of God
was proclaimed to the world.
Kontakion:
Thou didst descend into hell, O my Saviour, shattering its gates as almighty; resurrecting the dead
as Creator, and destroying the sting of death. Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover
of Man, and we all cry to Thee: O Lord, save us!
As Thou wast voluntarily crucified for our sake, grant mercy to those who are called by Thy name;
make all Orthodox Christians glad by Thy power, granting them victories over their adversaries,
by bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Thy weapon of peace.
Prokeimenon in the 7th Tone:
Extol the Lord our God; worship at His footstool for it is holy!
(Vs.) The Lord reigns; let the people tremble!
Epistle:
The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Galatians. (Gal. 2:16-20)
Brethren, know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, because
by works of the law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves
were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up again those things
which I tore down, then I prove myself a transgressor. For I through the law died to the law, that I might
live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Brethren, it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has commissioned us; He has put His seal
upon us and given us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. But I call God to witness against me - it was
to spare you that I refrained from coming to Corinth. Not that we lord it over your faith; we work with you
for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith. For I made up my mind not to make you another painful visit.
For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? And I wrote as I
did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure
of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all. For I wrote you out of much affliction and anguish of
heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.
(2 Cor. 1:21-2:4)

Alleluia Verses:
Remember Thy congregation which Thou hast purchased of old.
(Vs.) God is our King before the ages: He hath wrought salvation in the midst of the earth.
Gospel:
The Holy Gospel According to St. Mark. (Chapter 8:34-9:1)
The Lord said: “If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow
me. For anyone who would save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake and for the
sake of the Good News will save it. For what does it profit a man, if he gains the whole world, but suffers
the loss of his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed
when He comes with the holy angels in the glory of his Father.” And He said to them, “Amen I say to you,
there are some of those standing here who will not taste death, till they have seen the kingdom of God
coming in power.”
The Lord told this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who made a marriage feast for his son.
And he sent his servants to call in those invited to the marriage feast, but they would not come. Again he
sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen
and fatlings are killed, and everything is ready; come to the marriage feast.’ But they made light of it, and
went off, one to his own farm, and another to his business; and the rest laid hold of his servants, treated
them shamefully, and killed them. But when the king heard of it, he was angry; and he sent his armies,
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The marriage feast indeed
is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy; go therefore to the crossroads, and invite to the
marriage feast whomever you shall find.’ And his servants went out into the roads and gathered all those
they found, both good and bad; and the marriage feast was filled with guests. Now the king went in to see
the guests, and he saw there a man who had not on a wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how
did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ But he was speechless. Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind his hands and feet, take hold of him, and throw him out into the darkness, where there
will be weeping and the gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called but few are chosen.” (Matt. 22:1-14)

