Sunday, October 24, 2021
18th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 1
Troparion:
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews; while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure Body; Thou didst rise
on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of Life:
Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy Kingdom! Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou who lovest
mankind.
O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, in spite of our honor and devotion we are unable to give you
worthy praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s childlessness was ended, your father’s tongue was
freed, and the incarnation of the Son of God was proclaimed to the world.
Through the sufferings which Your holy martyrs Arethas and his companions endured for Your sake, O Lord, we
beseech You, O Lover of mankind: heal all of our infirmities.
Kontakion:
As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, raising the world with Thyself. Human nature praises Thee as God,
for death has vanished! Adam exults, O Master! Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage, and cries to Thee: Thou
art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!
Today the radiant feast of the passion-bearers Arethas and his companions comes to us as a herald of joy; as we
celebrate it we glorify the Lord on high.
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cry of us sinners,
but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith. Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede
for us, O Theotokos, For you always ever protect those who honor you!
Prokeimenon in the 1st Tone:
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on Thee.
(Vs.) Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just!
Epistle:
The reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians. (2 Cor. 9:6-11)
Brethren but this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things,
may have an abundance for every good work. As it is written: "He has dispersed abroad, he has given to the poor; his
righteousness endures forever." Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply
the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, while you are enriched in everything for all
liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.
Alleluia Verses:
God gives vengeance to me, and subdues people under me.
(Vs.) He magnifies the salvation of the king, and deals mercifully with His Christ, with David and his seed forever.
Gospel:
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke. (Chapter 16:19-31)
At that time, the Lord told this parable: “There was a certain rich man who used to clothe himself in purple and fine
linen, and who feasted every day in splendid fashion. And there was a certain poor man, named Lazarus, who lay at
his gate, covered with sores, and longing to be filled with the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs
would come and lick his sores. And it came to pass that the poor man died and was borne away by the angels into

Abraham’s bosom; but the rich man also died and was buried in hell. And lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me, and
send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.’ But Abraham
said to him, ‘Son, remember you in your lifetime have received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil
things; but now here he is comforted whereas you are tormented. And besides all that, between us and you a great
gulf is fixed, so that those who wish to pass over from this side to you cannot, and they cannot cross from your side
to us.’ And he said, ‘Then, Father, I pray you to send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that he may
testify to them, lest they too come into this place of torments.’ And Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the
Prophets; let them listen to them.’ But he answered, ‘No Father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them,
they will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not believe even if
someone rises from the dead.”

