Sunday, October 18, 2020
19th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 2
Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke

Troparion:
When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immortal, Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead! And when
from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, all the powers of heaven cried out: O Giver of Life! Christ our God! Glory
to Thee!
O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, in spite of our honor and devotion we are unable to give you worthy
praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s childlessness was ended, your father’s tongue was freed,
and the incarnation of the Son of God was proclaimed to the world.
Let us praise with sacred songs the holy Apostle Luke, the recorder of the joyous Gospel of Christ and the scribe of
the Acts of the Apostles, for his writings are a testimony of the Church of Christ: He is the physician of human
weaknesses and infirmities. He heals the wounds of our souls, and constantly intercedes for our salvation!
Kontakion:
Hell became afraid, O Almighty Savior, seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the tomb! The dead arose!
Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee! And the world, O my Savior, praises Thee forever.
Let us praise the godly Luke: he is the true preacher of piety, the orator of ineffable mysteries and the star of the
Church; for the Word, Who alone knows the hearts of men, chose him, together with wise Paul, to be a teacher of the
gentiles!
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cry of us sinners,
but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith. Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for
us, O Theotokos, For you always ever protect those who honor you!
Prokeimenon in the 2nd Tone:
The Lord is my strength and my song. He has become my salvation.
(Vs.) The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death.
Tone 8 (St. Luke):
Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the universe!
Epistle:
The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians. (2 Cor. 11:31-12:9)
Brethren, the God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed for ever, knows that I do not lie. At Damascus, the
governor under King Ar'etas guarded the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through
a window in the wall, and escaped his hands. I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but I will go on to visions
and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven - whether
in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught up into Paradise whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows - and he heard things that cannot be told, which man
may not utter. On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses.
Though if I wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I shall be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may
think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated.
Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness." I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.
Brethren, conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. Let your speech always be
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer every one. Tych'icus will tell you all
about my affairs; he is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. I have sent him to you for
this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts, and with him Ones'imus,

the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of yourselves. They will tell you of everything that has taken place here.
Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my fetters.
Grace be with you. (Col 4:5-9, 14, 18)
Alleluia Verses:
The Lord answer you in the day of trouble! The name of the God of Jacob protect you!
(Vs.) Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call!
Tone 1 (St. Luke):
The heavens shall confess Thy wonders, O Lord, and Thy truth in the congregation of the saints!
Gospel:
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke. (Chapter 8:5-15)
The Lord told this parable: “The sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside
and was trodden underfoot, and the birds of the air ate it up. And other seed fell upon the rock, and as soon as it had
sprung up it withered away, because it had no moisture. And other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up
with it and choked it. And other seed fell upon good ground, and sprang up and yielded fruit a hundredfold.” As He
said these things He cried out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” But His disciples then began to ask Him what
this parable meant. He said to them, “To you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God, but to the rest in
parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ Now the parable is this: the seed is
the word of God. And those by the wayside are they who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word
from their heart, that they may not believe and be saved. Now those upon the rock are they who, when they have
heard, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, but believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.
And that which fell among the thorns, these are they who have heard, and as they go their way are choked by the cares
and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not ripen. But that upon good ground, these are they who, with a
right and good heart, having heard the word, hold it fast, and bear fruit in patience.” When He had said this, He cried
out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
The Lord said to His disciples, “Anyone who hears you, hears me; and anyone who rejects you, rejects me; and anyone
who rejects me, rejects the one who sent me.” Now the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the devils are
subject to us in your Name.” But He said to them, “I was watching Satan fall as lightning from heaven. Behold, I have
given you power to tread upon snakes and scorpions, and over all the might of the enemy; and nothing shall hurt you.
But do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you; rejoice rather in this, that your names are written in heaven.”
In that very hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you
have hidden these things from the wise and prudent, and revealed them to little ones. Yes, Father, for such was your
good pleasure.” (Luke 10:16-21)

