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Unexpected Joy
December 8, 2013
24th Sunday after Pentecost

• 8:55am – Churching of newly baptized
Helena Rosanna Czech

• 9:00am – Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Eph. 2:14-22
Gospel: Lk. 17:12-19
• Fellowship – everyone is invited for

Coffee Hour following the Divine Liturgy
• “The Nativity Story” movie - segment 1

Schedule of Services
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
2:00pm - 3:30pm – Parish Confessions
4:00pm - Great Vespers
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
9:00am - Divine Liturgy, followed by
Coffee Hour and “The Nativity Story” movie

On December 9 the Church celebrates an icon of the Mother
of God called "Unexpected Joy." It shows the Theotokos
holding the child Jesus Christ, and one other figure.
The third figure is a young man kneeling in prayer and turned
pleadingly toward the Theotokos. His story is told in the writings
of Saint Dimitri of Rostov, and in some versions of the icon part of
that story appears in words below the figures of the Theotokos
and Christ.
This man prayed every day to the icon of the Virgin, and often
repeated the memorable words of Gabriel at the time of the
Annunciation: "Rejoice, O Virgin Full of Grace!" But despite
having the habit of praying regularly, the young man didn't keep
himself from sin. It might often happen that after offering his
prayer, he would go out and do something that wasn't at all in
keeping with the life of a faithful Christian.
One day the young man had a startling experience. As he was
planning to go out, he glanced toward the icon and was stunned
to see the Theotokos standing in person before him. She was
holding her Son, whose body showed the same wounds He had
suffered on the cross: His hands and feet were pierced, and
blood was flowing from a wound in His side.
The young man fell to his knees, at first so horrified that he was
unable to speak. Finally he managed to ask the Theotokos, "O
Lady, who has done this terrible thing?"
Her answer came in a soft but firm voice: "You have done it –
you and all the others who sin, over and over again. Each time
you sin, you crucify Him again."
Realizing the truth of her words, the young man begged
forgiveness. But she answered that though he showed her the

Intercessory Prayers

Bi"hday Greetings

We pray for all our fellow parishioners, but
we pray especially for those who are incapable
of being with us in church. Among them are:
Michael, Mary and Max Bakaletz, Genevive
Bobenko, Pauline Bodnar, Nancy Filak,
Dorothy Gentner, Mary Hadginske, Helen
Kurnewitz, Margaret Lawler, Kathleen
Lazorczyk, Emil Mikulik, MaryAnn Rabakozi,
Anatoly & Anna Rozanovich, Nadine Sojka,
Eva Stashitsky, Ann Velebir.

Happy Birthday to Effie Stankovci and Georgiana
Stankiewicz, who celebrated their birthdays Saturday,
Dec. 7th. May God grant you good health and happiness
for Many Years! Mnohaja Lita!

respect of daily prayer before her icon, he
continued to hurt her by continuing to sin.
He cried out, "O holy Lady, may my wrong
deeds never outweigh your merciful kindness!
Please pray to your Son on my behalf."
The Mother of God, seeing his real
repentance, did intercede for the young man,
and for the sake of His Mother, Christ forgave
him. Having received the unexpected joy of
divine forgiveness, he was able to live a Godpleasing life for the rest of his days.
On this same day, the Church remembers
two mothers: Hannah, the mother of Samuel
the Prophet, and Anna the mother of the
Theotokos. Both of them wanted children;
both suffered through long years of
childlessness before conceiving and giving
birth. These two women experienced a
different kind of "unexpected joy" when they
finally became mothers after waiting so long.
But, like the young man in the icon, the thing
they wanted most came to them as God's
mercy and love.
Whether we hope to be forgiven, hope to
have children, or hope for something else that
will change our lives, we can be sure that God
knows about it, and will respond to our hope in
some way – perhaps with unexpected joy.

Ann#ncements

Congratulation

to Helena Rosanna Czech, who last Sunday received
Holy Sacraments of Baptism and Chrismation and today
her first Communion. May God bless and preserve you,
your parents, grandparents, and godparents for Many
Years! Mnohaja Lita!

✦ Parish Confessions will be offered this Saturday,
December 14, from 2:00pm to 3:30pm. If for any
reason you cannot make it that day, you can have your
Confession after any Vespers service or half an hour
before the Divine Liturgy on Sundays, just please let
Father Igor know in advance. Also, if you have another
orthodox priest as your spiritual father, you can have
Confession with him, just, again, please let Father Igor
know beforehand.
✦ The first segment of “The Nativity Story” movie will
be shown today after the coffee hour. Next segments on Sundays, December 15, and 22nd. Questions and
comments are welcomed.

Welcome V$itors

We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy. It is our joy
to have you with us today. If this is your first visit to our
parish, we welcome you and invite you to return as
often as you are able. While Holy Communion may only
be received by prepared Orthodox Christians, our nonOrthodox guests are welcome to join us in venerating
the Cross, receiving blessed bread at the conclusion of
the Divine Liturgy, and for fellowship in our Church Hall
after the service.

