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Sunday of the Publican and the
Pharisee

Leavetaking of the Meeting

* 8:50am - Hours
* 9:00am - Divine Liturgy
Epistle:  2Tim. 3:10-15
Gospel: Lk. 18:10-14
* Fellowship - everyone is invited for
Coffee Hour following the Divine Liturgy

* “O” Club meeting following the Coffee
Hour
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
4:00pm - Great Vespers

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
9:00am - Divine Liturgy
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170 Lexington Avenue, Passaic, New Jersey, 07055

www.stjohnspassaic.org

973-473-1928 (office)
646-387-5494 (cell)
frigorksn@gmail.com

REV. FR. IGOR KSENIUK, Acting Rector
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Is Anything Not a Gift

+ On February 9th the Church remembers the Hieromartyr :
- Peter Damascene, a man who saw God in everything. He :
- took every event as God's gracious gift, including the
+ terrible things that happened to him.

Peter Damascene (meaning "of Damascus”) lived in the 12th

+century, under Islamic rule. He was known as a great reader who ;
: loved to gain wisdom and knowledge. Yet he lived in such utter
- simplicity, with so little interest in worldly possessions, that he
+ never actually owned or wanted to own a book. He borrowed :
+ books he wanted to read from friends, and then cheerfully :
- returned them, having no desire to build an impressive library. :
: His reading made him a wise person with much knowledge. Yet
: he knew that reading, in and of itself, is of limited value. He
. wrote: "We need knowledge based on experience... if we wish to
. attain knowledge of God mere reading or listening is not
. enough.”

He expanded on this idea of the need for experience in these

. words: "Man is free to receive the sun's rays or not. God sends
: the light of knowledge like rays to all, but He also gives us faith
: like an eye. The one who wants to receive knowledge through
- faith, keeps it by his works, and so God gives him more
. willingness, knowledge and power." All these gifts--faith,
+ willingness, knowledge, power — he wanted human beings to
« thank God for. :
+ His conviction that "works" and "experience" are of the utmost
: important led Saint Peter to brave, dangerous acts. He spoke out
+ and defended the Christian faith powerfully. His words carried the
: certainty that his extensive reading, done with faith, had given
+ him. His hearers were convinced that he spoke the truth and
+ followed the true God.
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We pray for all our fellow parishioners, but
we pray especially for those who are incapable
of being with us in church. Among them are:

Michael, Mary and Max Bakaletz, Genevieve
Bobenko, Pauline Bodnar, Nancy Filak, Mary
Hadginske, Helen Kurnewitz, Margaret Lawler,
Kathleen Lazorczyk, Emil Mikulik, MaryAnn
Rabakozi, Anatoly & Anna Rozanovich, Nadia
Sojka, Eva Stashitsky, Ann Velebir.
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Saint Peter became a highly respected
. leader among fellow Christians. But he
. suffered exile and physical punishment at the -
. hands of the Islamic government, which dealt -
. harshly with those who dared to say that Islam
. is inferior to Christianity and not the true faith.
. He paid a great price for his witness to Christ.

Saint Peter Damascene's writings are among
. the treasures of the Orthodox Church. It is in -+
. these writings that he most clearly lays out his
. belief that everything is a divine gift. Wealth is
. given so that a person can be merciful to
. others; poverty is given to engender patience;
. clumsiness is given for humility; health is
. given to so that a person can help the infirm.
. Everything, even great difficulty, is a gift, given
. by God for our salvation.

On Saturday of this week we read Luke

. 21:4, the story of the poor widow who is -
. observed by Christ as she makes her offering -
. to the Temple treasury. He says that with her -
. small gift she has offered more than all the
. rich people who gave a lot, because she has
. putin all she had. :
. Saint Peter Damascene would understand -
. an offering like the widow's, one which cost -
. her so much. He would know that she was -
. giving back to God in gratitude for all He had -
. given her. He would recognize her as another
. person who, like himself, knew that there is
. not anything that is not a gift.
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Happy Birthday to all those celebrating their birthday in
February. Among those are: Stacy Baron Anderson,
February 2; Jeffrey Rahnefeld on February 8;
Christopher Kary, February 10; Anatole Rozanovich,
February 11; Alissa Pecoraro, February 11; and Chris
Finno, February 14. May God grant each of you and all
those celebrating a birthday in February Many Years!

Anncuncements

4 Just a reminder: this week is a Fast-free week, so
there is a general dispensation from fasting this
Wednesday and Friday.

4 Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held next
Sunday, February 16 following the Divine Liturgy. A
light luncheon will be available. Please plan to attend.
Important subjects are listed on the agenda.

4 Save the date: Saturday, February 22 is the first
Memorial Saturday this year. Please come for the
Divine Liturgy and offer your prayers for your departed
loved ones. Their souls are waiting for the best spiritual
present they can receive — your prayers! Names for
commemoration can be submitted prior to the service.
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to Walentyna & Miroslaw Szestawiccy on the repose of
Walentyna’s mother, Eugenia, who passed away in
Poland on Sunday, Feb. 2, 2014., and to family and
friends of Olga Brinko, who passed away on Tuesday,

Feb. 4, 2014. Funeral arrangements for Olga Brinko are
as follows: Viewing at the J.C.Fila Funeral Home will be
today, Sunday, Feb. 9, from 1pm to 5pm, with the
Parastas service at 4pm. Funeral service in our Church
will be on Monday, Feb. 10" at 9:30am. May newly
departed Eugenia and Olga rest in peace in God's
Heavenly Kingdom! Memory Eternal! Vechnaya Pamiat!
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