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7th SUNDAY OF PASCHA
Holy Fathers
of the 15t Ecumenical Council
Afterfeast of the Ascension
* 9:00am - Divine Liturgy
Epistle:  Acts 20:16-18, 26-36
Gospel:  Jn. 17:1-13

* Fellowship - everyone is invited for
Coffee Hour following the Divine Liturgy
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SATURDAY, JUNE 7 - MEMORIAL SATURDAY
5:00pm - Panikhida
5:30pm - Great Vespers with Litya
SUNDAY, JUNE 8 - HOLY PENTECOST
9:00am - Divine Liturgy & Vespers with
kneeling prayers

A PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY

170 Lexington Avenue, Passaic, New Jersey, 07055

www.stjohnspassaic.org

REV. FR. IGOR KSENIUK, Rector 973-473-1928 (office)
646-387-5494 (cell)
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Saint Paul the Sailor

On June 6 we read Chapter 27 of the Book of Acts in its

. entirety. It's one of the most exciting, vivid sections of the
. New Testament.

The chapter describes Saint Paul's sea voyage to Rome, after -
- defending himself in front of King Agrippa against charges
- brought by his enemies. He has appealed to Caesar because he
- is a Roman citizen, and so, as the governor Festus tells him,
"You have appealed to Caesar; to Caesar you shall go."

Paul, accompanied by Luke and Aristarchus, is put on a ship

: that will sail to the ports along the coast of Asia. He is a prisoner
. under the watch of soldiers led by a pagan centurion named
¢ Julius. This man, seeing that Paul is trustworthy, allows him to
+ get off the ship at Sidon so that he can "go to his friends and be
+ cared for." Julius has no fear of Paul running away.

. The next day the voyage continues, slowed by raging winter -
> winds. At Myra in Lycia, the group boards another ship, still -
. buffeted by the "tempestuous wind, called the northeaster.” When -
. they reach a port south of Crete, Paul urges them to remain there
. because of the weather. But the centurion agrees with the ship
. captain, who wants to continue.

They set off, and at first all seems well, because the sea is

calmer. But before long the ship is "violently storm-tossed.” For
- days, the crew cannot see sun or stars, and "all hope of our :
. being saved was at last abandoned.”

. But Paul stands before the others and, after rebuking them for <
. not taking his advice, tells them that God has sent an angel to .
. reveal to him that nobody on the ship will die, though the vessel .
. itself will be lost. .
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We pray for all our fellow parishioners, but
we pray especially for those who are incapable
of being with us in church. Among them are:

Michael, Mary and Max Bakaletz, Genevieve
Bobenko, Pauline Bodnar, Nancy Filak, Mary
Hadginske, Helen Kurnewitz, Margaret Lawler,
Kathleen Lazorczyk, Emil Mikulik, MaryAnn
Rabakozi, Anatoly & Anna Rozanovich, Nadia
Sojka, Eva Stashitsky, Ann Velebir.
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On the fourteenth night, the sailors sound *
- the depths and suspect that they are nearing *
. land. Fearing that the ship will crash to pieces
- on the rocks, they try to sneak away in the
- lifeboat. Paul tells the centurion: "Unless these
- men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved." -
- So the soldiers cut away the ropes tying the
= boat to the ship, and let it drift away.

:  Despite the sailors' treachery, Paul .
+ compassionately urges them to eat, knowing .
. that meals have been poor and irreqular as
. they battled the winds over the days and
+ nights. He assures them that "not a hair is to .
+ perish from the head of any of you." Then he
. takes bread, and giving thanks to God in the
« presence of all he breaks it and begins to eat.
. These gestures and words, so reminiscent of
- those of Christ, give the comfort of familiarity .
- to the Christians on the ship. To the pagans, .
- they show that Paul is the follower of a God
+ who can save them and also knows their most
+ basic needs.

. Paul made many sea voyages; this journey -
. to Rome would be his last. Despite all the -
. dangers, discomfort and fear, he never failed -
: to trust God, and always urged others to do -
. the same.
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4+ This coming Saturday, June 7% is a Memorial
Saturday, when the Church commemorates all the
departed faithful. Panikhida will be served on that day at
5:00pm, right before the Great Vespers. Please come
and offer your prayers for your departed loved ones —
this will be your best spiritual present for them.

4 Mark your calendars: a Healing Service will be held
on Saturday, June 14 at Holy Resurrection Church in
Wayne, NJ. The Miraculous Myrrh-Streaming Icon of St.
Anna will be present for the service which will begin with
Vespers at 5:00pm, followed by the Healing Service at
6:00pm. On that day Vespers will not be served in our
parish so that you may attend these services in Wayne.
Refreshments and fellowship will follow the service. All
are welcome!

4 Save the date: Saturday, June 28, 9:30am - 4:00pm,
at Ss. Peter and Paul Church, (76 Whitehead Ave.,
South River, NJ) there will be an Annual Parish Council
Conference for the New Jersey Deanery. All Parish
Council members and anyone interested are welcome to
attend. Lunch will be provided and the event is free of
charge. The theme for this year is “Parish Vitality
Workshop” with Fr. John Reeves.
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Happy birthday to Eileen Bowne, who celebrates her
birthday on June 3. May God grant you good health
and happiness for Many Years! Mnohaja Lita!

Al oﬂ%

Two beautiful baskets of flowers for the Feast of the
Ascension were given by Maryann Stagen in memory of
Mary Stagen, Mary Korinda, and Anna Korinda.
Memory Eternal! Vichnaya Pamiat!
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