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Giving the Best They Had

July 12, 2015

6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles
Great Prince Vladimir
(commemorated on July 15)
• 9:00am – Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Rom. 12:6-14
Gal. 1:11-19 (Saint)
Gospel: Mt. 9:1-8
Jn. 10:1-9 (Saint)
• Oath of Office of our newly elected
Board of Trustees
• Fellowship – everyone is invited for
Coffee Hour following the service.

Schedule of Services
SATURDAY, JULY 18
6:00pm - Great Vespers
SUNDAY, JULY 19
9:00am - Divine Liturgy

On July 14th we remember two saints, one who lived
during the first years of the Christian Church and the other
who lived just a few hundred years ago. They are the apostle
Aquila from among the Seventy, and Saint Nicodemus the
Hagiorite.
Aquila and his wife Priscilla, were friends and co-workers of
Saint Paul. All three were born into Judaism, became Christians,
and taught the faith to others.
In Romans 16:3 Paul writes that Aquila and Priscilla "risked
their own necks for my life." It isn't clear what he is specifically
referring to, but obviously the couple acted bravely at some time
when their courage saved Paul's life.
Paul then writes that not only he, but "all the churches of the
Gentiles" are thankful to the pair, who offered their home for
Christians to meet in. This was another way in which Aquila and
Priscilla gave the best they had so that the Church could flourish
and its great leaders could continue to teach. According to
tradition, Aquila gave his very life, killed by jealous pagans.
Saint Nicodemus the Hagiorite (which means "of the Holy
Mountain," referring to Mount Athos) was born in 1748. He
became a monastic on that mountain when he was twenty-six.
For the rest of his life, he would work at writing and editing some
of the most important books and texts we have in the Church. He
prepared himself well for this work, using his prodigious memory
to learn by heart the Scriptures and many writings of the Fathers,
and bringing his knowledge of Greek to a level of near perfection.
The work began when he was assigned, along with Saint
Macarius of Corinth, to edit a manuscript of the "Philokalia," a
collection of spiritual writings of Fathers from the fourth to

Intercessory Prayers

We pray for all our fellow parishioners, but
we pray especially for those who are incapable
of being with us in church. Among them are:
Genevieve Bobenko, Nancy Filak, Mary
Hadginske, Helen Kurnewitz, Margaret Lawler,
Kathleen Lazorczyk, MaryAnn Rabakozi,
Anatoly & Anna Rozanovich, Nadia Sojka,
Maryann Stagen, Eva Stashitsky, Ann Velebir.
fifteenth centuries. The two monks chose the
contents of the book based on their
availability. They included pieces that had
never been published and were not
accessible anywhere else. Some pieces had
appeared in other publications, but these
were worm-eaten, crumbling texts that were
nearly impossible to read.
Saint Nicodemus' preface to the "Philokalia"
emphasizes that the book is meant to inspire
all Christians, not just monastics. He was
always eager to share good Christian
teaching from any source. For example, he
produced an edition of "Unseen Warfare" by
Father Lorenzo Scupoli, a Roman Catholic.
During the remaining years of his life Saint
Nectarios continued to work intensity. He
wrote hymns, a book on Christian morality, a
manual for confession and accounts of the
lives of saints. He produced a new edition of
the "Rudder" and translated a three-volume
work on the Pauline epistles by Saint
Theophylact.
Exhausted and ill, he died at the age of
sixty, having given the best of his great
learning and energy to the service of the
Church. He left encouraging words for every
Christian: "...the more a man acts in
accordance with the commandments of
Christ, the more he is cleansed of the
passions and the more the fire of Divine grace
lights in his heart, illumines and deifies him."

Birthday Greetings

Happy birthday to Vladimir Nehrebecki, who celebrates
his birthday this Wednesday. May God grant you good
health and happiness for Many Years! Mnohaja Lita!

Announcements

✦ The Trustees’ Appreciation Dinner will be held this
Tuesday, July 14 at Justin’s Ristorante, 234 Lafayette
Ave, Hawthorne, NJ 07506. For more information, please
see Bob or Betty Czech.
✦ Enjoy your vacation but remember to visit the
Orthodox Church at your destination. To search for a
local parish go to http://orthodoxyinamerica.org and
enter your location in the search panel. If you plan to
receive Holy Communion, be sure that the priest knows
who you are before the Divine Liturgy. It is always good
form to approach the Chalice knowing that the priest is
informed about you. Have a wonderful and safe summer!

Our Deepest Sympathy

to family and friends of Helen Bonk, sister of Anna Mae
Beckman, who lived in Florida and passed away on June
29, 2015 at the age of 89. May she rest in peace in
God’s Heavenly Kingdom! Memory Eternal!

Welcome Visitors

We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy. It is
our joy to have you with us today. If this is your first visit
to our parish, we welcome you and invite you to return
as often as you are able.
While Holy Communion may only be received by
prepared Orthodox Christians, our non-Orthodox guests
are welcome to join us in venerating the Cross,
receiving blessed bread at the conclusion of the Divine
Liturgy, and for fellowship in our Church Hall after the
service.

