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GHRIST IS RISGHT  IHDEED HE 15 RISEH:
Finding Courage

REV. FR. IGOR KSENIUK, Rector

outstanding elements of their stories.

34 SUNDAY OF PASCHA
Holy Myrrhbearing Women

- On this Sunday we remember the Myrrhbearing Women, .
- and also read about Joseph of Arimathea, who asked for and .
- buried the body of Jesus Christ. Risk and courage are the

« Picture the women on the way to the tomb of Christ that very .
- early, still-dark moming. It wasn't the safest time of day for .
- unaccompanied females to be on the road under any .
- circumstances. But on this particular morning the Jewish -

- authorities were hyper-vigilant and suspicious, and a detail of -

* 8:50am — Hours

* 9:00am - Divine Liturgy the Lord's body.

Epistle:  Acts 6:1-7
Gospel: Mk. 15:43-16:8

* Fellowship - everyone is invited for :
Coffee Hour following the Divine Liturgy :

guards had been posted at the tomb. There were plenty of -
- reasons for the women simply to be too afraid to go and anoint

Yet the Gospels tell us that they expressed only one concern: -
- "Who will roll away the stone?" They were intent on doing what .
- was proper for a beloved person who had died, and so they .
- found their courage. Nor did they run away from the angel at the -
tomb, of whom they were indeed afraid, as Mark 16:8 tells us. -

- They stayed, heard the angel's command, and rushed to carry it .
- out by giving the apostles the good news of the resurrection

L (Luke 24:9).

Scbedlt /Swm

SATURDAY, May 21
6:00pm - Great Vespers

SUNDAY, May 22
9:00am - Divine Liturgy

- discipleship secret.
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: Joseph of Arimathea was a disciple of the Lord, but a secret
- one. The Gospels give us a few facts about him. He was a rich -
: man, prominent in the community, and a member of the .
- Sanhedrin, the council of Jewish leaders. It was due to his public +
- visibility and his position as a council member that he kept his

+ So Joseph was probably not a person of great courage. Like
. many people with much to lose, he was not going to risk his -
- place and possessions readily. Yet, while the disciples fled and -

Jitercessary (agers

We pray for all our fellow parishioners, and
we pray especially for those who are incapable
of being with us in church. Please keep in you
prayers our Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Genevieve Bobenko, Mary Fechisin, Edward
Fedush, Mary Hadginske, Helen Kurnewitz,
Margaret Lawler, Kathleen Lazorczyk, Marian
Nagel, MaryAnn Rabakozi, Helen Rahnefeld,
Anna Rozanovich, Nadia Sojka, Maryann
Stagen, Eva Stashitsky, Ann Velebir.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

. hid, Joseph stepped forward and declared -
. himself a loving friend of the Lord at the -
. moment when it was most dangerous to do -
. so. :
. Pontius Pilate had just condemned Jesus :
. Christ to death. There had been no public :
. outcry of protest; His followers were :
. demoralized, fearful, and silent. Even Pilate — -
. perhaps especially Pilate, with his self- -
. protective and hesitant nature — must have -
. been impressed by the bravery of this man :
. coming forward, alone, to ask for the body of -
. the executed preacher. :
. The Gospels tell us that Joseph was a good :
. and just man, and had not consented to the :
. Sanhedrin's decision to condemn Jesus. This :
. was an act of fortitude. But asking for the -
. body was even more of a risk, because it -
. brought him to the notice of the Romans and -
. of his fellow Jewish leaders, most of whom
. had wanted Jesus to die. Only by "taking
. courage," as Luke writes, could Joseph make -
. such a request. :

The danger faced by the Myrrhbearing -
. Women as they walked to the tomb was real. -
. So was the fear of loss of position and -
. security faced by Joseph. But they all found -
. their courage, because they were "waiting for -
. the Kingdom of God" (Mark 15:45). They saw :
. that Kingdom in Jesus Christ, and fear could -
. never really hold them back again.
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Happy birthday to Jennifer Czech, who celebrates her
birthday today. May God grant you and all who celebrate
their birthdays this week good health and happiness for
Many Years! Mnohaja Lita!
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4 A Heartfelt Thank You to all of you who in any
possible way helped during this Great Lent, Holy Week,
and Bright Week with things that were needed to be
done. Your labors, time, and offerings did not go
unnoticed, but instead are greatly appreciated! May God
bless you abundantly for your efforts, granting all of you
Many Blessed Years! Mnohaja Lita!

4 The next Board of Trustees’ meeting is this Tuesday,
May 17 at 7:00pm. All members please plan to attend.

4 The Food Pantry is always in need of food items.
Please keep those less fortunate in mind and help us to
feed those in need. A basket is in the vestibule of the
church for your convenience. May God bless you
abundantly for your generosity.

4+ If you would like to share some information, like
announcements, Anniversaries/Birthdays/events etc. in
this weekly bulletin, please call the Rectory or email it to

frigorksn@gmail.com.

Wetoome Visctars

We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy. It is
our joy to have you with us today. If this is your first visit
to our parish, we welcome you and invite you to return
as often as you are able. While Holy Communion may
only be received by prepared Orthodox Christians, our
non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join us in
venerating the Cross, receiving blessed bread at the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, and for fellowship in our
Church Hall after the service.
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