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4! SUNDAY OF PASCHA
Sunday of Paralytic
St. Alexis Toth, Confessor and
Defender of Orthodoxy in North
America
* 8:45am - Hours
* 9:00am - Divine Liturgy
Epistle:  Acts 9:32-43
Gospel: Jn. 5:1-15

* Panikhida - in memory of Debora Ann
Kovalycsik and Ed Fedush,
offered by Czech Family

* Coffee Hour — everyone is invited for

fellowship following the service
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SATURDAY, MAY 13

6:00pm - Great Vespers
SuNDAY, May 14

9:00am - Divine Liturgy

A PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY

170 Lexington Avenue, Passaic, New Jersey, 07055

www.stjohnspassaic.org

REV. FR. IGOR KSENIUK, Rector
646-387-5494 (cell)
frigorksn@gmail.com

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
.

GHRIST 15 RISEH: [HDEED HE 15 KISEH!
The Afterlife

. The British actor Ricky Gervais has become popular in the
: United States, partly because he created the original version -
- of the popular TV sitcom "The Office." Being interviewed to -
: promote a movie, he was quoted as saying that he is "a -
- skeptic across the board of ghosts and elves and ESP and -
- the afterlife."
: Elves and the afterlife? These really don't fit together unless :
. you believe that they can be lumped with ghosts and ESP, and +
. that the whole "lump" can then be conveniently dismissed as :
- childish superstition, unworthy of a second thought. :
: But for Christian believers, the "afterlife" is something to be
. thought about and prepared for during every minute of life. It has +
. nothing to do with elves, and in fact we would normally speak of -
. "eternal life" rather than an "afterlife" because our life with God -
: begins here and now, and continues after our earthly life ends. :
. Perhaps some people want to dismiss the thought of eternal *
. life because they have a wrong idea of what it is. They may
. believe, and may have been taught, that God intends either to *
: punish or reward each of us, or that evildoers will be cut off *
. forever from Him. :
. But the early Church never taught that God is out to punish. :
. Jesus assures us, in John 14:2, that He prepares a blessed
. place for us, not punishment. And the prayer "O Heavenly King" *
: tells us that God's Spirit is "everywhere present and fills all
: things." So we can never be cut off from God; He is with us
. always and in all places. As the psalmist asked (Psalm 139),

"Where can | go away from Your Spirit?"
Thus in one way, our eternal destinies as human beings are
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We pray for all our fellow parishioners, and
we pray especially for those who are incapable
of being with us in church. Please keep in you
prayers our Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Genevieve Bobenko, Michael Bzik, Mary
Fechisin, Andrew Fabian, Mary Hadginske,
Barbara Kary, Helen Kurnewitz, Margaret
Lawler, Kathleen Lazorczyk, Marian Nagel,
MaryAnn Rabakozi, Helen Rahnefeld, Anna
Rozanovich, Maryann Stagen, Eva Stashitsky,
Ann Velebir.
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. identical: we will all be with God. Yet there isa -
. difference, and the difference is that for some -
. His presence will be eternal joy, and for others -
. it will be eternal torment. For those who want -
. to be with Him, eternity will truly be bliss; it will
. be heaven. For those who do not want God in -
. their lives (and perhaps never have wanted -

. Him) it will be hell.

. We ask in every worship service to be -
. granted a "good defense before the dread -
. Jjudgment seat of Christ." Our common human +
. destiny includes standing before that seat of -
. Jjudgment; the experience is in store for all of -
. us. But the eternal experience of life in God's -

. presence will not be the same for everyone.

. Our life in this world can already be the -
. beginning of the glorious, joyful life of the -
. Kingdom if we strive to make it so. We can -
. live in a way that brings us into communion
. with the Holy Spirit that "fills all things" in our +
. world. Then eternal life will be a continuation -

:of life in communion with God.

. Of course it's also possible to choose :
. differently and to ignore or reject God's call to -
. communion. Then, for sure, eternal life in His -
. loving presence — a presence we turned away -
. from — will be horrible. It is a clear and urgent -
. choice. No elves, no ghosts, no ESP — but a +

. matter of life or death.
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Hear QFWJ
Happy Wedding™ Anniversary to Robert and Emily
Czech (May 4%). Happy birthday to Kathie Sudol, who
celebrates her birthday today, and to Elena Nehrebecki,
tomorrow. May God grant all of you and all who
celebrate their birthdays this week good health and
happiness for Many Years! Mnogaya Leta!

4 Archimandrite Sergius and the Brotherhood of St.
Tikhon’s Monastery in South Canaan, PA invite everyone
to attend any or all events for the 113t Annual
Pilgrimage beginning May 26. This year, the Hawaiian
Myrrh Streaming Icon of the Theotokos will visit the
monastery. A PaTRAM Conductors and Singers
Workshop will be held in conjunction with the
Pilgrimage. For more information please see flyers at
the bulletin board. Also, there will be a 24-seat bus
leaving to St. Tikhon’s on Monday, May 29 at 7AM
from Ss. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church in Jersey City.
The bus is scheduled to leave back from St. Tikhon’s on
the same day no later than 4PM. The round-trip ticket is
$50. If you are interested, please call Fr. Joseph Lickwar
at 201-434-1986.

M/éédm& Visiters

We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy. It is our
joy to have you with us today. If this is your first visit to
our parish, we welcome you and invite you to return as
often as you are able.

While Holy Communion may only be received by
prepared Orthodox Christians, our non-Orthodox guests
are welcome to join us in venerating the Cross,
receiving blessed bread at the conclusion of the Divine
Liturgy, and for fellowship in our Church Hall after the
service.
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