
from the "demon of darkness" that is able to 
conceal itself in the water. 

As he blesses the oil to be used for 
anointing, he prays that it may be an "armor of 
righteousness...to the averting of every assault 
of the devil." Then, during the rites of ablution 
and tonsuring, he asks God to "maintain the 
shield of his/her faith unassailed by the 
enemy." He prays that the baptized person will 
be "ever a warrior invincible in every attack of 
those who assail him/her and us, and make us 
all victors, even unto the end, through Thy 
crown incorruptible." 

In the Orthodox Church we honor a saint 
who knew the war of the battlefield very well. 
Saint Titus of the Kiev Caves began his adult 
life as a soldier, and then sustained a severe 
injury in war. He left the military to spend the 
rest of his life as a monastic, repenting for his 
sins. During his long years in the monastery 
he came to know the other kind of battle, the 
fight against sin and the work of repentance, 
equally well. 

Though he didn't live in 19th-century England 
or in the time of the apostle Paul, Saint Titus 
thoroughly understood the words of the 
English hymn, and also Saint Paul's 
exhortation to "put to death" the evil in us. 
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35th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Translation of the Relics of St. John 

Chrysostom 
• 9:00am – Divine Liturgy 
      Epistles:    Col. 3:12-16; Heb. 7:26-8:2 
      Gospels:    Mt. 25:14-30; Jn. 10:9-16  
• Panikhida – in memory of Angelina 

Afanasyeva, on the 9th day of her 
Repose, offered by Elena and Vladimir 
Nehrebecki.  

• Coffee Hour – everyone is invited for 
fellowship following the service.  

• Trustees’ Meeting  

Schedule of Services
TUESDAY, JANUARY 29 
    6:00pm - Great Vespers with Litya 
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 30 - SYNAXIS OF THREE  

HOLY HIERARCHS  
    9:00am - Divine Liturgy  

(continued on the next page)

  

Onward, Christian Soldiers  
Saint Paul writes these words to the Colossians: "Put to 

death what is earthly in you" (3:5a). He names the earthly 
things that must be put to death: fornication, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

This verse makes some people uncomfortable because its tone 
is militant. It urges us to make war on certain parts of ourselves, 
even actually to kill those parts. How can this talk of "putting to 
death" relate to Jesus Christ's gentle message of love and 
mercy? 

The 19th-century English hymn "Onward, Christian Soldiers" 
creates discomfort for some people in much the same way. They 
read its words, "Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war," 
as a call to take up arms and go out to kill others on a field of 
battle. 

But the important words in that line are "as to war." The same 
thought might be expressed by saying "as if to war." It isn't an 
actual battlefield war that the hymn is describing, but the kind of 
fight against sin and temptation that Saint Paul describes. In the 
next verses the hymn assures us that we can overcome Satan if 
we will faithfully worship God: "Hell's foundations quiver at the 
shout of praise...Gates of hell can never 'gainst that Church 
prevail; we have Christ's own promise and that can never fail." 

The Service of Baptism is replete with images of soldiering and 
war, the Christian's war on sin and Satan. As the priest blesses 
the water for baptism he identifies the crafty enemy: the "evil spirit 
which instills darkening of intentions and rebelliousness of 
thought." He prays that the one to be baptized will be protected 
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Birthday Greetings
Happy birthday to Stacey Baron Anderson, who 
celebrates her birthday this Saturday. May God grant  
you, and all who celebrate a birthday this week good 
health and happiness for Many Years! Mnohaja Lita!  

Announcements
✦ House blessings are in progress and will continue 

throughout January - February. Please let Fr. Igor know if 
you were not included in the schedule this year but would 
like to have your house blessed. 
✦ Envelopes for 2019 are available in the candle 

room. Please pick up your set and continue supporting St. 
John’s. Your church does rely on your support! May the 
Lord bless you hundredfold for your generosity!  

Intercessory Prayers
We pray for all our fellow parishioners, and 

we pray especially for those who are incapable 
of being with us in church. Please keep in you 
prayers our Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

Genevieve Bobenko, Michael Bzik, Mary Ann 
Dolak, Dorothy Fabian, Barbara Kary, Helen 
Kurnewitz, Kathleen Lazorczyk, Dennis 
Maixner, Marian Nagel, MaryAnn Rabakozi, 
Helen Rahnefeld, Anna Rozanovich, Maryann 
Stagen, Eva Stashitsky. 

      

     Schedule of Services   
(continued from previous page)

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
  6:00pm - Great Vespers w. Litya and Blessing of Candles 
SATURDAY, FEB. 2 - MEETING OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
     9:00am - Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Candles 
     6:00pm - Great Vespers 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
     9:00am - Divine Liturgy  

Welcome Visitors
 We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy. It 
is our joy to have you with us today. If this is your first 
visit to our parish, we welcome you and invite you to 
return as often as you are able.  While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared 
Orthodox Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are 
welcome to join us in venerating the Cross, receiving 
blessed bread at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, 
and for fellowship in our Church Hall after the service.  
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