Sunday, November 15, 2020
23rd Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 6
Troparion:
The angelic powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men. Mary stood by Thy grave, seeking Thy most
pure Body. Thou didst capture hell, not being tempted by it. Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. O Lord who
didst rise from the dead: glory to Thee!
O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, in spite of our honor and devotion we are unable to give you worthy
praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s childlessness was ended, your father’s tongue was freed,
and the incarnation of the Son of God was proclaimed to the world.
Kontakion:
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His mighty hand, He bestowed
resurrection on the human race. He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all.
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cry of us sinners,
but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith. Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for
us, O Theotokos, For you always ever protect those who honor you!
Prokeimenon in the 6th Tone
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.
(Vs.) To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me.
Epistle:
The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Ephesians. (Eph. 2:4-10)
Brethren, but God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead
in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.
Alleluia Verses:
He that dwelleth in the aid of the Most High shall abide under the protection of the God of heaven.
(vs.) He shall say to the Lord: Thou art my protector and my refuge, my God. In Him will I trust!
Gospel:
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke. (Chapter 10:25-37)
At that time behold, a certain lawyer got up to test Jesus, saying, “Master, what must I do to gain eternal life?” But He
said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read?” He answered and said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole strength, and with thy whole mind; and thy neighbor
as thyself.” And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you shall live.” But he, wishing to justify
himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus answered, “A certain man was going down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and he fell in with robbers, who after both stripping him and beating him went their way, leaving him halfdead. But, as it happened, a certain priest was going down the same way, and when he saw him, he passed by. And
likewise a Levite also, when he was near the place and saw him, passed by. But a certain Samaritan as he journeyed
came upon him, and seeing him, was moved with compassion. And he went up to him and bound up his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. And setting him on his own beast, he brought him to an inn and took care of him. And as he
was leaving the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of him; and
whatever more you spend, I, on my way back, will repay you.’ Which of these three, in your opinion, proved himself
neighbor to the man who fell among the robber?” And he said, “The one who took pity on him!” And Jesus said to him,
“Go and do as he did.”

