Sunday, December 6, 2020

26th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 1
St. Nicholas the Wonderworker

Troparion:

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews; while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure Body: Thou
didst rise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. The powers of heaven therefore cried to
Thee, O Giver of Life: Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy Kingdom! Glory to Thy
dispensation, O Thou who lovest mankind.

In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, an image of humility and a teacher of abstinence;
your humility exalted you; your poverty enriched you. Hierarch Father Nicholas, entreat Christ our God
that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion:

As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, raising the world with Thyself. Human nature praises Thee
as God, for death has vanished! Adam exults, O Master! Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage, and
cries to Thee: Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!

You revealed yourself, O saint, in Myra as a priest, for you fulfilled the Gospel of Christ by giving up your
soul for your people, and saving the innocent from death. Therefore you are blessed as one become wise
in the grace of God.

Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cry
of us sinners, but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith. Hasten to hear our
petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, For you always ever protect those who honor you!

Prokeimenon in the 1st Tone:
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on Thee.
(Vs.) Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! Praise befits the just!

Tone 7 (St. Nicholas):
The righteous one shall rejoice in the Lord and shall set his hope on Him.

Epistle:
The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Ephesians. (Eph. 5:9-19)

Brethren, (the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to learn what is pleasing
to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a shame
even to speak of the things that they do in secret; but when anything is exposed by the light it becomes
visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it is said, "Awake, O sleeper, and arise from
the dead, and Christ shall give you light." Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as
wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the
Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the
Lord with all your heart, always and for everything giving thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
God the Father.

Brethren, obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are keeping watch over your souls, as men who
will have to give account. Let them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would be of no advantage to you.
Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. | urge
you the more earnestly to do this in order that | may be restored to you the sooner. Now may the God of
peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of
the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His will, working in you that which
is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Heb 13:17-21)



Alleluia Verses:

God gives vengeance to me, and subdues people under me!

(Vs.) He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully with His Christ, with David and his seed
forever.

Tone 2 (St. Nicholas):
Thy priests shall be clothed with righteousness and Thy saints shall rejoice!

Gospel:
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke. (Chapter 17:12-19)

At that time as Jesus was entering a certain village, there met Him ten lepers, who stood far off and lifted
up their voice, crying, “Jesus, master, have pity on us!” And when He saw them He said, “Go and show
yourselves to priests.” And it happened as they were on their way, that they were made clean. But one of
them, seeing that he was made clean, returned, with a loud voice glorifying God, and he fell on his face at
His feet, giving thanks; and he was a Samaritan. But Jesus spoke to him and said, “Were not the ten made
clean? But where are the nine? Has no one been found to return and give glory to God except this
foreigner?” And He said to him, “Arise, go on your way, for your faith has saved you.”

At that time Jesus took His stand on a level stretch, with a crowd of His disciples, and a great multitude of
people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to listen to Him and
to be healed of their diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all the
crowd were trying to touch Him, for power went forth from Him and healed all. And He lifted up His eyes to
His disciples, and said, “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who
hunger now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. Blessed shall
you be when men hate you, and when they shut you out, and reproach you, and reject your name as evil,
because of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and exult, for behold your reward is great in heaven.”
(Luke 6:17-23)



