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I 202!
• 9:10 am -Hours
• 9:30 am - Divine Liturgy.
Acts 5: 12-20
John 20: 19-31
• 1:30 pm - Blessing of Graves at
East Ridgelawn Cemetery

Saturday, May 15
5 :00pm- Great Vespers
Sunday, May 16
Holy Myrrhbearing Women
9: 10 am -Hours
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

WEEKLY BIBLE MESSAG
Why is the Sunday after Pascha dedicated to the Apostle Thomas?
Belief in the great miracle of the Resurrection did not come to the disciples
right away. The first witnesses were the myrrh-bearing women. It was still
dark out when they came to the cave In the garden belonging to Joseph of
Arlmathea. The stone which had sealed the tomb was now rolled away.
While they stood in astonishment, an Angel stood before them and said,
Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He Is not
here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay (Mt.
28:5-6). It was enough for them to see the empty tomb and hear the words
of the Angel in order for them to believe. Their sensitive and loving hearts
were not touched by doubt. When they ran to tell the Apostles, Jesus
Himself met them and said, All hall. And they earns ar.-d held nimby the feet,
and worshipped him (Mt, 28:9). The Apostles did not believe the women (cf.
Mk. 16:11).
On the same day, when evening had come, Jesus revealed the great mystery
of His Resurrection to two more disciples (Luke and Cleopa, Apostles of the
Seventy), who were walking to Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about
threescore furlongs (11.5 km. or 7.15 miles) (Lk. 24:13). To make them
believe in the Resurrection of their Teacher, Jesus cited the messianic
prophecies from the Scriptures (cf. Lk. 24:27). Nevertheless, they only fully
believed after He showed the sacrament of the Eucharist: And It came to
pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed It, and brake,
and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he
vanished out of their sight (Lk, 24:30-31). Luke and Cleopa returned that
same day to Jerusalem and told the Apostles what had happened, but they
didn't believe them, just as they did not believe the myrrh-bearing women.
Late that evening, Jesus appeared to the Apostles, who had gathered behind
locked doors, out of fear of the Jews. The Savior passed through the closed
doors. In this was shown a particular quality of the Lord's body, which was
transformed after the Resurrection, and no longer subject to the laws of the
physical world. Jesus could pass through material objects. The disciples were
perplexed, because they thought that they had seen a spirit. He shewed
unto them his hands and his side (Jn. 20:20). This was Important not only In
order to convince them that He had bodily appeared to them, but in order
to vanquish their unbelief. The l.on.l allowed them to touch His hands, feet,
,-irn I side. The wounds from i.ho i i.iiK | nm/cri to them that this was th«.> SIIIT.O

body that had been crucified on the Cross.
The events to which Antlpascha is dedicated took place on the
eighth day after the Resurrection. The Apostle Thomas was not
present at the Savior's first appearance to the disciples.
Apparently, he was not in town. The Apostles whom Thomas then
met joyfully announced their Teacher's Resurrection to him. It can
be supposed that they also related to him how Jesus had allowed
them to touch His feet, hands, and side. Thus, his own desire for
this is understandable: Except I shall see In his hands the print of
the nails, and put my finger Into the print of the nails, and thrust
my hand Into his side, I will not believe (Jn. 20:25). The Apostle
Thomas's unbelief has nothing to do with the hardened
unreceptiveness that we see In the Jewish leaders toward the
miracle of the Resurrection. This was a perfectly natural wish to
confirm his faith through a manifest and obvious testimony. The
Resurrected Jesus renewed His appearance to the Apostles on the
eighth day, standing before them in the chamber where the doors
where closed. He answered the Apostle Thomas' doubt with the
same words that Thomas had used to express it. This could not but
have amazed the doubting disciple: Reach hither thy finger, and
behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my
side: and be not faithless, but believing (Jn. 20:27). This is probably
the reason why Thomas did not make use of his Teacher's
Invitation to touch .His.hands, feet, and side, but rather believed
immediately and confessed Jesus Christ as God: My LORD and my
God (Jn. 20:28)1 People wnb siubborniy reject ths divinity of the
Savior of the world, pass over this passage in the Gospels.
The first week after Pascha Is called Renewal week, or the week of
Antipascha (the Greek prefix, antl, means "In place of (—that is,
the renewal of Pascha. On this Sunday, the Lord repeated and
renewed for all eleven of the Apostles His appearance on the first
day after the Resurrection. But because the renewal of the Savior's
appearance was especially for the sake of the Apostle Thomas, the
eighth day after Pascha Is called Thomas Sunday.
Following directly after the Paschal week, it completes the most
solemn part of the great feast. Therefore, Thomas Sunday Is
sometimes called the eighth day after Pascha. St. Gregory the
Theologian writes, "The law of honoring the day of renewal is
ancient and of good Intent; or It would be better to say, to honor
with the day of renewal a new act of goodness. But was not the
first day of Resurrection, the Sunday which followed the holy and
light-bearing night, the day of renewal? Why Is that name given to
the present day? That day was the day of salvation, and this day is
the day of remembrance of salvation" (Homily 44, on the Sunday
of Renewal),
HleromonkJob (Gtimerov)

We pray for all our fellow parishioners, and we pray
especially for those who are incapable of being with us in
church. Please keep in your prayers our Brothers and
Sisters in Christ: Genevieve Bobenko, Barbara Bogart,
Michael Bzik, Mary Ann Dolak, Dorothy Fabian,
Barbara Kary, Margaret Kovalycsik, Kathleen Lazorczyk,
Dennis Maixner, Marian Nagel, Helen Rahnefeld, Anna
Rozanovich, Maryann Sytagen, Patricia Galley.

Happy Birthday go out this week to Jennifer
Czech - May 15. May God continue to
enrich her life with the fullness of joy and
happiness for many years - Mnogaya Lyeta!

* In consonance with the determination by
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention that the transmission of the virus
that causes COVID-19 via material surfaces
is low, and in consultation with the
Chancellors and Deans of the Diocese, His
Eminence Archbishop Michael grants
permission to our Diocesan churches,
missions, and chapels - if they so choose to place service texts and parish bulletins in
our churches, forthe use of the faithful. This
permission is granted effective immediately.

