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Venerable & God-bearing Father

Anthony the Great
9:10 am -Hours
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy; Panakhida
Col. 1:12-18 Luke 18:18-27
Heb. 13:17-21 Luke 6:17-23 (S)

Tuesday, Jan. 19

• 7:00 pm - Akathistto Saint John,
Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord.

Friday, Jan. 22

• 7:00 pm - Moleben to the Most
Holy Theotokos:

Saturday, Jan. 23
• 5:00 pm - Great Vespers

9: 10 -Hours
9:30 - Divine Liturgy

WEEKLY BIBLE MESSAG
byArchpriest Vladimir Dolglkh

Why Do Members of the Clergy Wear a Beard.
If you asked a person In the street to describe an Orthodox priest, they
would almost certainly mention the beard, even though they might miss a
few details about the vestments. Perhaps the beard will be the first thing
that they would even notice. In our imagination, the beard has become a
stereotypical attribute of a priest. But many are still not sure why.
Conversely, people would find it quite unusual and even perplexing to see
an Orthodox priest in a vestment but without a beard.
So why do priests wear a beard? Many would suggest that this Is their way
to emulate Christ, as many Orthodox icons depict Him with a beard. To a
great extent, they would be right. Yet there are also other reasons.
What the Scriptures say:
Even readers with limited knowledge of the Bible might presume that the
tradition of wearing a beard among the clergy may have its origins in the
new testament times. In chapters 19 and 21 of the Book of Levlt, for
example, we read that the Lord commanded His faithful not to cut their
hair or beards. The Scriptures also explain the cause of the prohibition. The
non-canonical Epistle of Jeremiah tells us that wearing long hair and beards
was widespread among the Pagan oracles. The law of Moses expressly
discouraged such Pagan practices among the Jewish priests. The Venerable
Ephrem the Syrian gives us additional background. He writes that the
Pagans were growing their hair and beards long to shave them off at a
designated time at a spring, a heathen temple or some other Pagan
sanctuary. As we see, cutting the hair and the beard was not just a ritual,
but a part of Pagan worship. As Christ abolished the ritualistic practices
mandated under the old testament law, the New Testament has no
mention of such prohibitions. Yet this is still not the whole story.
The canons:
The first book of the Apostolic Constitutions suggests in one of its general
commandments that men who destroy the hair of their beards may do so
to seduce others.

A similar statement is found in Rule 96 of the Sixth Ecumenical
Council. It says that the followers of Christ must emulate His life
by not making to themselves curls and round rasures, which the
faint spirited may find seductive. As the Byzantine chronicler and
canonist John Zanaras writes in his commentary, this rule equally
applied to facial hair. His reason: some men will cut the hair of
their beards to look like women. The commentator hints at the
homosexual practices of ancient Rome. To rule out the
possibility of engaging In them, the Church prohibited the
marring of the hair, which in its view, may constitute a sign of
indulgence In this vile transgression.
Since then, the tradition of wearing a beard has taken deep root
among the clergy, and today most of them are wearing a beard
by default, to use the language of computer geeks.
The Moscow Council of a Hundred Chapters in 1551 also
supported the idea that a man without no beard had a female
appearance. It seemed like not having a beard was so
extraordinary for a 16th-century man that Council expressly
prohibited to perform memorial services or other church offices
for the deceased if they had gotten rid of their beards.
Increasingly, the Orthodox populations of Russia, Ukraine,
Belarus and other Slavic countries came to believe that the beard
was synonymous to such typically male virtues as power,
stamina, and determination.
Is It necessary for a priest to wear a beard?
In theory, no. In practice, however, almost all Orthodox priests
wear one. Elsewhere, the custom may be different. As we know,
beards are uncommon among Catholic priests in the West. In the
early years of Christianity, only members of Rome's upper
classes wore a beard. The clergy went without one, and this
tradition has persisted. When the hippie movement gained
popularity in the United States and Western Europe in the 1960s,
some Orthodox priests began to get rid of their beards. Growing
numbers of hippies were engaging in drug use, drug trade and
other criminal activity, and many of them were wearing a beard.
The priests were just too tired of being stopped by the police
who took them for hippies because of their beards.
Today, wearing a beard is again becoming popular among the
clergy and also among secular men. While the people outside the
Church are simply keeping up with the fashion, the Orthodox
faithful are emulating Christ. In this way, following the example
of Christ is still the most common reason for beard wearing
among the Orthodox. Yet we must remember that the quality of
our spiritual life and our probability of entering the Kingdom of
Heaven have nothing to do with the size or thickness of our
beard.
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Happy Birthday go out this week to Helen
Rahnefeld - Jan.ll; Ken Baron - Jan.ll;
Joseph Pecoraro - Jan. 13; Eva Stashitsky
- Jan. 18; Barbara Kary - Jan. 18; Nickolas
Silvestre - Jan.22, and Chris Baron -
Jan.23 May God continue to enrich their life
with the fullness of joy and happiness for
many years - Mnogaya Lyeta!

* With Sympathy Our condolences go out to
Marilyn Stagen on the passing away of her
brother, Daniel Stagen on Friday, January 8.
May the love and peace of Christ bring her
strength and comfort in this time of need.

+ Panikhida service: today following the
Divine Liturgy in memory of Daniel Stagen,
brother of Marilyn Stagen. As well as Nicolas
and Vasily, father and Father-in-law of Helen
Margitich.

* 2021 Church Calendars for your home or
office are still available at the Candle Deck - pick
up yours today!

4 Free Flowers Poinsettias that decorated the
church for Christmas and Theophany are
available (while supplies last) after Liturgy;
please take one and give it a good home.

* For your info A moving and inspirational
video showing the beauty of Orthodoxy can be
seen on_uH:'.\_.vouU.ihc.cr.in. It is called The
Orthodox Church - A Visual Journey. Check it
out!


